
 

One Hellacious Year

Unemployment Insurance Program Pandemic Estimates
            (March 1, 2020 - March 1, 2021)

      Estimated Number of People in Each Category  

 

 

 

Regular State Program PUA Program

Pandemic Year 2019

Benefits Paid (State Programs): $150 billion $28 billion

Benefits Paid (Federal Programs (CARES Act)): $457 billion 0

Year Ending Federal Outstanding Loans 

To States:  $52 billion $63 million

Average Number of People

Per Week Receiving UI6: 10.8 million 1.7 million

% of UI Recipients Leaving 

UI Before Exhaustion: 60% 65%

1. Total number of claims filed to request a notice of entitlement or eligibility for compensation, not including additional claims (ETA 5159)

2. The total number of first time payments made to eligible claimants during the reporting period (ETA 5159)

3. The number of claimants drawing the final payment of their original entitlement (ETA 5159)

4. The estimated difference between number of initial claimants and first payment recipients during reporting period (ETA 5159)

5. The est. number leaving UI taken as the monthly difference between first payments, average weeks claimed and exhaustions  (ETA 5159)

6. Average weekly insured unemployed (weeks claimed) for state programs only during the reporting period.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor Federal Required Reporting System, (https://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp

Approx. 19 million left 
UI before Exhaustion5

Approx. 15 million
ineligible for UI4

Unemployed +
Not in the Labor Force

Submitted Initial 
Claim for UI1

Received UI2

Exhausted UI 
Payments3

110,511,00

48,657,734

13,635,177

63,908,479

33,158,574 

16,513,554

430,678


